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In May of 2022, thanks to a significant two-year grant from the National

Endowment for the Arts, we welcomed Kelli Sinner, ceramic artist and

educator-turned-nonprofiteer, to the newly minted role of Program

Coordinator. Additionally, local musician and fashionista Sasha Bell held

down the house as our part-time events coordinator. Our fabulous intern,

Kaisha Gerhardt (who has the best costumes), has been laying art-filled

tracks on our YouTube channel (are you subscribed? @openairmt).

Working with a team has brought levity and sustainability and has grown our

capacity to serve artists and our community. Please keep reading for more

excellent feats from our small but mighty team in 2022! 

Additionally, I hope you will join us this year for many meaningful

opportunities (both online and in-person) to connect with the arts in unique

places in Montana. 

Thank you for being so supportive of the arts with Open AIR. 

In gratitude,

Stoney Samsoe

co-founder, Executive Director

Thank You

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
Dear Friends of Open AIR,

As the saying goes, 'If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far,

go together!' 2022 was a year of growth and togetherness, and it's exciting to

think of just how far we can go! 

2022 Open AIR Artists-in-Residence
D a v i d  L u s k
H o l l y  T r i p p
C a r o l y n  C o u r s o n
A a r o n  J e n n i n g s
G r a c e  B r o g a n
C a i t  F i n l e y
J e s s i  H a r v e y
J u l y n n  W i l d m a n

S t e l l a  N a l l
A n g e l a  C i e s l e w i t z - P i e r s o n
J e n n i f e r  O g d e n
R a c h a e l  M a r j a m a a
B i l l  B o w e r s
H a n n a h  H a r v e y
G u n h i l d  L i e n

I a n  H a n e s w o r t h
M a r i a  U h a s e
K e l s i e  L e o n a r d
S o p h i a  H a r t
K a t e  M o s t a d
C l a i r e  T h o m p s o n
S u z a n n e  H a c k e t t - M o r g a n



Thank You
With Significant Support from...

L a u r a  G r a c e  B a r r e t t  L i v i n g  A r t  F a m i l y  F o u n d a t i o n

T h e  N a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  f o r  t h e  A r t s

P a t t  a n d  T e r r y  P a y n e

T h e  L l e w e l l y n  F o u n d a t i o n

Highlights

W e  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h
o v e r  2  d o z e n

c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  t o
s u p p o r t  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d

e d u c a t i o n  i n   M o n t a n a .

2 , 0 0 0 +  a t t e n d e e s  j o i n e d
u s  f o r  4 6  f r e e  p u b l i c

e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  4  a r t
e x h i b i t i o n s  w h i c h  d r e w

o v e r  1 , 2 0 0  a t t e n d e e s .

O v e r  2 0 0 +  a t t e n d e d  o u r
I n d i g e n o u s  I n i t i a t i v e s

s p e a k e r  s e r i e s  w h i c h
f e a t u r e d  I n d i g e n o u s

a r t i s t s  &  l e a d e r s  i n  4
o n l i n e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .

 R e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  
2 0 2 2  A r t s  M i s s o u l a  

C u l t u r a l  V i s i o n  A w a r d .

W e  f a c i l i t a t e d  3  f i v e -
w e e k  R e s i d e n c y  S e s s i o n s

a n d  p l a c e d  a l m o s t
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0  d i r e c t l y  i n t o

t h e  h a n d s  o f  a r t i s t s .

2 2  a r t i s t s
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e
r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m ,

i n c l u d i n g  
1 3  M T - b a s e d  a r t i s t s .

A r t i s t s  w o r k e d  a c r o s s
d i s c i p l i n e s  i n c l u d i n g :

p a i n t i n g ,  s c u l p t u r e ,
p r i n t m a k i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,

d a n c e ,  t e x t i l e ,  m u s i c  &
c o m p o s i t i o n .

A l l  r e s i d e n c i e s  w e r e
f r e e - o f - c h a r g e  a n d  w e

a w a r d e d  s t i p e n d s  t o
e v e r y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
A r t i s t - i n - R e s i d e n c e .

"I was so inspired by the time I had in Philipsburg...  The space I was provided was
extraordinary as a living and working space. I was also given carte blanche access to
the theatre!... It was inspiring & comforting to know that there were other artists all
over the area in the same (wonderful) boat as me."

  - Bill Bowers (top left), Philipsburg, Summer 2022



Program
63.8%

Fundraising
26.2%

Admin
10%

Total Expense

$211,373
Program Costs

Avg Cost Per Artist
$6,131

Staff Support
39.9%

Artist Support
21.3%

Operations
17.4%

Lodging
8.2%

Studio Space
7.5%

Food + Travel
5.5%

2022 Expenses

Financial

$134,884

Thank You
Founding Members

K e v i n  B a t e m a n
U r b a n  B e a r  D o n ' t  W a l k
D a n a  B o u s s a r d
S u n n i  &  M e r r i l l  B r a d s h a w
H .  R a f a e l  C h a c ó n  &  A n d r e w  L a u e
H a d l e y  &  J o h n  F e r g u s o n
R e a g y n  G e r m e r  &  M o n t e  M i l l s
J a n a  H o o d

J e n  L e u t z i n g e r

B a r b a r a  L i s s

S a n d r a  M a r k e r

C a r l  J o h n  M c K a y

L e a h  &  S a m  O r e

A d d i e  P a l i n  &  J a s o n  S l o a t

D a w n  &  T i m  P a y n e

Open AIR

C e l e s t e  P a y n e

L a u r i e  R o b i n s o n

N i c o l e  R u s h

B i l l  &  B a r b  S a m s o e

S t o n e y  &  E r i k  S a m s o e

S a n d y  S h e p p a r d

A m y  S i n g s  I n  T h e  T i m b e r

"It is so nice to have fresh new perspectives, have people who come from different
places, work with different media and get to come to the [Montana Natural History
Center], and see what we have and incorporate what we do into what they do."

- Drew Lefebvre, Museum Programs Coordinator, Montana Natural History Center
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Open AIR Contributions
80.3%

In-Kind from Partners
19.7%

In-Kind Program Support

Picture
2022 Income

Total Income
$245,577

$31,802

Significant support for Open AIR is
generated through partnerships. This
means we do more with 'less' and
ensure your donations go the distance.

In 2022, we received over 700 hours of 
in-kind staff support!

"Having the opportunity to be
somewhat whimsical was priceless.
The freedom to spend time focusing on
my process without an active audience
has significantly changed how I
approach my art.
I 've come away from this experience
with a healthier relationship to my own
craft, and confidence that if I make the
art that makes me happy everything
else will fall into place." 

- Aaron Jennings (left) ,  Clark Chateau
Spring 2022

Thank You

A Collaborative Model   =  Lower Core Costs

Open AIR Board of Directors
S a m i  S t a n l e y  ( B o a r d  C h a i r )

C a r l  J o h n  M c K a y   ( T r e a s u r e r )

R e a g y n  G e r m e r  ( G o v e r n a n c e  C h a i r )

S t o n e y  S a m s o e

A d d i e  P a l i n  ( F u n d r a i s i n g  C h a i r )

A m y  S i n g s  I n  T h e  T i m b e r

K e v i n  B a t e m a n

C a r r i e  R i c h e r  ( A r t i s t  R e p )

J a n e l  W o o d w o r t h

K a t i e  V a n  D o r n

E l i s a b e t h  M a r s h a l l

S a l l y  J o  B e c k  ( i n c o m i n g )

A n n e  M c N a l l e n  ( i n c o m i n g )



During the summer of 2022, Open AIR Artists-in-Residence Jessi Harvey (Minnesota, Composition) and
Julynn Wildman (Helena, Dance) explored and experimented with new creations inspired by the Emlen
Evolutionary Biology Lab. Julynn and Jessi visited with Doug Emlen and his graduate researchers to dig
deep & learn about invertebrates which resulted in collaborative new works exploring the anatomy of

sound and movement, which they hope to debut in the coming future!

with the Emlen Biology Lab

In-Situ

"[It's been really fun] to have these two
incredibly talented artists in residence
hanging out in the lab listening to
recordings of the beetles, and watching
videos of the insects, studying the animals
and being immersed in the chaos of the lab
... I'm super excited to see what they have
been able to come up with."

- Doug Emlen,  evolutionary biologist &
Professor of Biology

"The partnership with the lab showed me how important close proximity to research, and
conversations with the people doing the research is to my music.  Each one of my pieces
involves learning about their subject. I feel that the depth of knowledge I gained from the
members of the lab also gave my composing a new depth.  

- Jessi Harvey (above), Emlen Lab, Summer 2022

Thank You
2022 Open AIR Annual Program Sponsors

B l a c k f o o t  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

C l y d e  C o f f e e

R e p u b l i c  S e r v i c e s

T a u r u s  W e a l t h

M a n a g e m e n t

M o r g e n r o t h  M u s i c

A c e  H a r d w a r e
W e s t e r n  M o n t a n a  L i g h t i n g

P o r t i c o  R e a l  E s t a t e
A r t  H a u s

P a r k  S i d e  C r e d i t  U n i o n

Luminary Inspired Crafters



Thank You
2022 Open AIR Site Partners

M o n t a n a  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  C e n t e r

S e l w a y  B i t t e r r o o t  F r a n k  C h u r c h  F o u n d a t i o n

U M  S c h o o l  o f  V i s u a l  a n d  M e d i a  A r t

U M  B l e w e t t  S c h o o l  o f  L a w ,  I n d i a n  L a w  P r g m

E m l e n  E v o l u t i o n a r y  B i o l o g y  L a b

F l a t h e a d  L a k e  B i o l o g i c a l  S t a t i o n

M i s s o u l a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

M o o n  R a n d o l p h  H o m e s t e a d

T r a v e l e r ' s  R e s t  S t a t e  P a r k

H i s t o r i c  C l a r k  C h a t e a u

H o m e  R e S o u r c e

P h i l i p s b u r g  A r t s  F u n d

V i s i o n M i s s i o n
O u r  M I S S I O N  i s  t o  e n r i c h

c o m m u n i t i e s  b y

c o n n e c t i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h

c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  p l a c e .

O u r  V I S I O N  i s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n

t h e  c r e a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  a n d

w e l l - b e i n g  o f  M o n t a n a

t h r o u g h  a r t s - b a s e d  c r o s s -

s e c t o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .

V a l u e s

"Having access to a workspace and new tools was a total game-changer for me. As
someone who doesn't have a studio space, it felt so liberating to be given so much room
and free reign to work." 

- Hannah Harvey (above), Missoula Public Library, Fall 2022 

 c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  

c r e a t i v e  p l a c e - m a k i n g ,  

a r t i s t - c o m m u n i t y  i n t e g r a t i o n ,

a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

Open AIR



Y o u  +  2 0 2 3

Thank You
2022 Community Partners

G a l l e r y  7 0 9

M i s s o u l a  U r b a n  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  ( M U D )

P h i l i p  W r i g h t  Z o o l o g i c a l  M u s e u m

P h i l i p s b u r g  T h e a t e r

P h i l i p s b u r g  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  S c h o o l  o f  V i s u a l  a n d  M e d i a  A r t s

W e s t s i d e  T h e a t e r

"Open AIR helped remind me that it is important to seek out inspiration constantly... I
think it was important for me to remember that creativity is messy and that it is
perfectly OK to try things out and keep work in progress."



- Kate Mostad (above, in process), Flathead Lake Biological Station, Fall 2022

G e t  I n v o l v e d !
Attend a talk, workshop, or exhibition,

throw a house party, volunteer, donate,

and more! 

Stoney Samsoe
director@openairmt.org 

openairmt.org

Learn more by visiting our website or contact:

2022 Jurors
J e s s e  B l u m e n t h a l

M o n i c a  G i l l e s  B r i n g s  Y e l l o w

J o h n  K n i g h t

J e n n y  M o n t g o m e r y

C h r i s t o p h e r  M o y l e s

L e n a d a  P e p p e r s

S i e n n a  S o l b e r g

S h o p !

Visit our online store

& snag awesome 

eco- friendly merch

designed by 

Open AIR artists!

o p e n a i r m t . o r g / m e r c h
Residency Schedule:

Spring - April 10 - May 14

Summer I - May 22 to - June 24

Summer II - July 5 - August 15

Fall - September 26 - October 22

o p e n a i r m t . o r g / e v e n t s

https://www.openairmt.org/get-involved
mailto:director@openairmt.org
http://openairmt.org/
https://www.openairmt.org/merch
https://www.openairmt.org/merch

